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Experience Music Project
From Gigabit to Gigabeat: Interactive Music Museum Relies on
Extreme for Private Metro Area Network

Experience Music Project (EMP) in Seattle is an unique, interactive museum dedicated to exploring creativity and innovation
in music. Visitors to the museum can view rare artifacts and memorabilia from a collection of more than 80,000 items, make
their own music, explore various musical milestones within interpretive exhibits and learn about the history of music.

EMP was founded by investor and philanthropist Paul G. Allen, former Microsoft partner, under
the direction of co-founder Jody Patton. Designed by renowned architect Frank O. Gehry, the
140,000 square-foot museum offers visitors a musical experience unrivaled anywhere in the world.

The network for the museum had to be powerful enough to deliver real-time CD-quality audio,
bandwidth-intensive video, and detailed photos and graphics simultaneously to screens, kiosks,
speakers and handheld devices for EMP’s thousands of daily visitors. In addition, EMP’s private
metropolitan area network (MAN) spans four buildings in Seattle and the infrastructure had to
support daily corporate mission-critical applications, including the museum’s ticketing operations,

point of sale (POS) communications and web site (www.emplive.com).

With Extreme Networks’ broadband switching solution at the foundation of EMP’s massive data
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infrastructure, the organization has been able to deliver the ultimate interactive music experience

to visitors, while providing a bulletproof solution that supports its entire back-end business operation.




